
The Rift & Quartered Northern Black Walnut offers buyers a volume source for a rare cut 
of hardwood in an already rare species. Rift & Quartered Walnut lumber is used for fine 
furniture, architectural woodwork, musical instruments, decorative panels, interior trim, 
and f looring and is more in demand today than ever before as it offers buyers a straight 
grained, dark, native North American hardwood 
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* Thickness available by special order only. 
© 2010, Midwest Hardwood Corporation. Modification or use of these photographs  
and grade descriptions without written permission is prohibited.

Front View of Boards Back View of Boards

Available Thicknesses:  
4/4, 5/4*, 6/4*, 8/4*

General Grade Rules 
Graded to National Hardwood Lumber Association Grading rules for Select & Better,  
#1 Common and #2 Common grades.  Below are the general grades we use.

Select & Better #1 Common #2 Common
% Clear 83-1/3% 66-2/3% 50%
Cutting Sizes 4” x 5’ or 3” x 7’ 4” x 2’ or 3” x 3’ 3” x 2’
Lengths 6’ and longer 4’ and longer 4’ and longer
Widths 4” and wider 3” and wider 3” and wider

For a complete grade see the National Hardwood Lumber Association grading rules book.

See species photos and descriptions for specific notations on width and color.

A quartered board features medullary ray or “fleck” perpendicular to a grain which typically 
forms angles from 60 degrees to 90 degrees with the board’s surface. A rift board exhibits 
a clean, straight, vertical grain pattern which typically forms angles from 30 degrees to 60 
degrees with the board’s surface. A combination of rift and quarter-sawn lumber is often 
used by wood craftsmen to achieve a balanced, interesting imaginative effect.




